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We went into Ontario’s deep south 
once again for this trip, getting an early 
start after staying with some relatives in 
Windsor.

•  AMHERSTBURG 
You don’t get to Amherstburg by 

accident, but you’re in for  a treat once 
you arrive. The town is famous as the 
home of Fort Malden National Historic 
Site and this region played a key role 
in the War of 1812. It also played a 
major part in the Underground Railroad 
and is home to 
the Freedom 
Museum. It was 
also famous 
when Lisa and 
I were kids for 
the Boblo Island 
Amusement Park 
which was just 
offshore in the 
Detroit River. It’s 
now known by 
its real name, Bois Blanc Island, and 
you can take a boat to once again stroll 
around the island, and maybe buy a 
condo. But it doesn’t stop there. I can’t 
overstate what a beautiful town this is, 
with a gorgeous waterfront leading you 
through Navy Park and the grounds of 
Fort Malden, history all around you, 
graceful homes, gardens that make you 
forget that you’re in Canada, the Gibson 
Art Gallery in a restored train station, and 
so much more. We had to leave too early 
to fully appreciate Amherstburg and will 
be back to spend the day and night!

•  ON THE OUTSKIRTS
Harrow was our next destination 

and we could have taken a number of 
routes to get there, but Lisa was looking 
forward to visiting the ROSE COTTAGE 
QUILT SHOPPE. I was expecting a tiny 
rustic place but it’s quite the opposite. 
It’s located in the country but in a very 
large and modern location. Not at all far 
from here we also found DUSTY LOFT 
ANTIQUES and any antique lovers who 
haven’t been here are missing out. There 
are large architectural items, doors, 
windows, statuary, etc. and parts of 
the barn are like walking back in time 
through a parlour with loads of furniture 
and stained glass. I loved this place! Also 
close to this area is the WOLFHEAD 
DISTILLERY which looked amazing, but 
it was a bit early still.

•  BLIMEY’S BRITISH SHOP
So then we made it into Harrow. I 

love any British shop, if only because 
they have Curly Wurly chocolate bars, 
but this is one of the finest you’ll see 
and they have much, much more than 
candy, though they do have candy. It’s 
quite a deceivingly large shop with more 
than you’d expect—from Irish sweaters 
to Beatles memorabilia, and from fine 
giftware to British Tea, of course. 

•  PRISCILLA’S PRESENTS
This is a two-part store. One part is 

a nice gift shop with lots of decor and 
gardening ideas, the other is an old-
fashioned ice cream shop with a cool 
retro tractor theme. It’s a bit hard to 
describe, but the tables appear to be 
made of tractor parts and there’s a tractor 
hanging on one wall. It’s definitely worth 
checking out, and my milkshake was 
great!

•  FULL CIRCLE THRIFT SHOP
You’ll find this tucked behind the 

shops on the south side of the main drag 
but I heard that they’ll be moving to a 
prominent location downtown at some Gibson Gallery

Navy Yard Park

point. Lisa has succumbed to the allure 
of the thrift shops and who can blame 
her? Bargain hunting is fun!

•  SERENITY LAVENDER FARM & 
NORTH 42 DEGREES WINERY

We took a quick detour south of 
Harrow and were well rewarded. Road 
#20 is the main street of Harrow and 
Kingsville, but to the south is Road #50 
which runs along the north shore of Lake 
Erie and has quite a few wineries. It’s 
becoming more popular all the time, but 
now is a great time to discover it before 
everyone from Toronto does. North 42° 
is a beautiful winery and we bought 
a few wines, for ourselves but also to 
give as gifts. We’ve been trying to buy 
Canadian made products as much as 
possible, and this region has some very 
good wine. Lisa’s an avid gardener so 
the lavender farm that the winery sits on 
was also a favourite stop for her. Road 
#50 is a daytrip all on its own but we had 
to head back north and stay on track. We 
did, however, stop into Cooper’s Hawk 
Winery on the way back and it was also 
very nice. Cabernet Franc lovers will 
appreciate this stop.

•  FARM FRESH ANTIQUES
Just around the corner and back 

on Road #20 toward Kingsville we 
discovered this cool store. We had met 
the owner, Randy, at his previous location 
a few years ago. It’s hard to miss this 
very large shop and it’s worth the stop. 
He has a ton of retro items and it’s all 
very well displayed. Lots of vinyl, too.

•  CANADIAN TRANSPORTATION   
MUSEUM & HERITAGE VILLAGE

This place is a daytrip on its own as 
well, but we actually just stopped in 
here for lunch at the 50’s Diner—it’s 
on Daytripping’s Where You Should Eat 
list and we were curious. It’s really a 
fairly simple, old-fashioned diner, but 
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the food was great, the price was 
right, everyone including the other 
customers were very polite and friendly, 
and it’s set in a transportation museum. 
You’re surrounded by memorabilia 
and vehicles from the 19th and 20th 
centuries. It’s located on 100 acres of 
land that is in the middle of nowhere in 
one sense, but is also quite easy to pass 
by when you’re daytripping in this area. 
We’ll have to come back here for sure 
—there’s an entire Heritage Village we 
didn’t have a chance to explore.

•  TOWN OF ESSEX
In the centre of Essex County is the 

town of Essex and it’s another hidden 
gem. It can’t boast the waterfront of 
Amherstburg but does have a ton of 
great shops to explore, it’s own heritage 
railway station made of stone (it’s a sight) 
and numerous large murals throughout 
the town to commemorate the history. 

•  THE SHOPS IN ESSEX!
Most of the neat ones are not too 

far from each other along the town’s 
very long main street. We stopped in to 
CRAFTY CANDLES where they make 
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their own candles and soaps, ESSEX 
STAINED GLASS which Lisa has a real 
soft spot for (she wants to take classes 
in everything including stained glass). 
I took a stroll for a while to check out 
the murals, while Lisa stopped into a 
couple ladies shops including JUST PLUS 
and another thrift shop. I also went to 
browse inside the ESSEX RAILWAY 
STATION and am glad I took the time to 
do so. It survived after a railway car with 
nitro glycerin exploded in 1907, and a 
more recent restoration was completed 
in 1994.

 We spent a fair amount of time in 
EARTHLY ELEMENTS HOME & GARDEN 
DECOR which was around a corner 
from these stops. We were also really 
impressed with EH LITTLE BIT OF which 
houses a lot of country and primitive 

wares and I’m sure is a hit with most 
daytrippers. We had no intention of 
buying an antique dresser on this trip, 
but they had one that was perfect for 
our spare bedroom at a price that we 
couldn’t say no to.

Another great trip all in all. We need to 
come back and stay at least one night 

in this area. Leamington, Wheatley 
and Kingsville are all nearby, as 
well as the wineries on Road #50, 
not to mention Windsor. There’s 
always a next time!
Publisher’s note: Thanks again Dave 

and Lisa. I’d like to take this opportunity 
to encourage more readers to take your 
lead and send us articles about the trips 
they use the Daytripper to go on. Our 

contributors do get paid a bit, maybe even 
enough to pay for the gas. Don’t worry 
about stepping on Dave and Lisa’s toes—
we have lots of pages to fill and we’d love 
to hear from you. 

Past tours by Dave & Lisa can be found 
on our website www.daytripping.ca under 
Great Reads.
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